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Uncommon times call for uncommon wisdom. Itâ€™s inspiring to hear from people whoâ€™ve

graduated from the school of hard knocks, yet kept a sense of humor. People like Twain, Voltaire,

Oscar Wilde. People who've said the thing so well that we all wish we'd said it. People who've been

there, done that, and refuse to sugarcoat what they've learned. People who know, as Sherry

Hochman puts it, that "Every day is a giftâ€•even if it sucks."From Kathryn and Ross petras, curators

of craziness (and surprising smarts), comes a timely collection of reassuring reality:"Why is there so

much month left at the end of the money?"â€•John Barrymore"October. This is one of the peculiarly

dangerous months to speculate in stocks in. The others are July, January, September, April,

November, May, March, June, December, August, and February." â€•Mark Twain"I know God will

not give me anything I can't handle. I just wish he didn't trust me so much."â€•Mother Teresa"When

one burns one's bridges, what a very nice fire it makes."â€•Dylan Thomas "If you think you have it

tough, read history books."â€•Bill MaherAnd Voltaire: "Life is a shipwreck but we must not forget to

sing in the lifeboats."
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To be honest, I purchased this book because I loved the cover and title: "Don't Forget to Sing in the

Lifeboats." That little statement just resonated with me on a rainy day because our family has been

going through some challenging times this year. The book, a little anthology of quotable quotes, has

fulfilled the promise of its cover: "Uncommon Wisdom for Uncommon Times." The whimsical design

of the book is such that the reader can casually flip through...pick and choose what to read as mood



and momentary interests dictate. It isn't necessary to read cover to cover. I believe this item is

meant to be a browsing book; therefore, it is loosely organized by blue idea/topic prompts,

unrestricted to specified sections, chapters, heading collections, and other conventions that are

generally found in quote books. For example, a "Money" quote might be followed by "True Grit"

quote. A "Silver Lining"quote might come before an "Ironic Twist" quote. I actually like this type of

mixed layout because it allows for discoveries, keeping the book a lot fresher for me than if quotes

were locked into certain sections. While it would be easier to find specific quotes by specific people

if the book had stricter organization elements like a Table of Contents and an index, it would also

defeat the purpose of this browsing book. :)A nice feature that appears in this book is the "Who's

Quoted" piece at the back. It's an alphabetical listing that contains the names and mini-bios of

people who are quoted. The roster offers people from history, literature, movies, pop culture,

science, music, art, philosophy, politics....just about every aspect of Humanity one can think of!
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